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Elie Tahari and his
wife, Rory (opposite),
value the serenity

of their triplex, which
they bought in part
for its refined interior,
designed by Paris-
based Christian
Liaigre. The painting
over the mantel is

by James Nares.
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The Tahari
family balances
work and play
in a Manhattan
loft fashioned
around their
constantly
evolving lives.
By Teri Agins
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Designer Elie Tahari is the quintessential downtown guy.
Although he’s spent the past thirty years on Seventh Avenue,
building a $500 million fashion empire—and resided in a posh
Upper East Side penthouse, single well into his forties—his
preferred playground has always been SoHo. In jeans and
his signature thin-soled track shoes, Elie treads the cobble-
stoned pavements of the unstuffy neighborhood, checking
out the galleries, boutiques, bistros and lively street scene.

“All Elie cares about is being in the center of fashion, inte-
rior design, art and style, and that’s why he loves SoHo,” says
Rory Tahari, his wife of nine years.

In 2006, the Taharis were just about to renovate Elie’s Fifth
Avenue bachelor pad for themselves and their two young chil-
dren when they stumbled onto an unusual find: a distinctive
apartment in the downtown neighborhood they adored that
would turn out to be their Shangri-la. Through mutual friends,
they learned that media mogul Rupert Murdoch’s triplex pent-
house in a seven-story, 19th-century former chocolate factory
was on the market.

Rory’s response was immediate: “The moment [ walked in, I
said, ‘This is it. This is where we are going to live.””

The 9,300-square-foot, five-bedroom apartment, with a
rooftop terrace, was a repository of low-key luxury that
showcased the unique footprint of Christian Liaigre, the



Cy Twombly's Roman
Notes (1870) hangs
above the piano in the
living room, where Zoe
{opposite top) makes

- some mischief. The
dining table and chairs
(opposite bottom) are
Liaigre designs; the
chairs are available
at Holly Hunt show-
rooms in the U.S.










